
 

 

 
  
 
BREAKING NEWS 
 This afternoon, the Evers administration announced a second legislative 

proposal in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency. Read a 

summary of the legislation prepared by the administration here. 

o Among other things, the proposal released today increases 

Medicaid reimbursements for certain providers, provides grants 

dollars for a number of impacted industries and programs, 

provides additional funds to cover Department of Corrections 

overtime costs, provide dollars to child care providers forced to 

close and allow employers to continue to partially pay laid-off 

employees while allowing them to remain eligible for 

unemployment insurance. 

 Assembly Speaker Robin Vos indicated that the state 

should first look to spend federal stimulus dollars 

according to a report from WisPolitics.com. Senate 

Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald responded by noting that 

“many of these items have already been discussed” while 

“some appear to be redundant or previously discarded.” 

o Last week, the administration offered a separate $700+ million 

proposal, including such things as waiving voter ID requirements 

and changes to unemployment insurance law. Republican leaders 

of both the state Senate and Assembly sent Evers a letter 

following the introduction of that bill. 

 

  

http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/040120evers2.pdf
http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/040120evers2.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/04/01/file_attachments/1416796/Evers_COVID19%20Bill%202%20Summary_4.1.20v2.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/04/01/file_attachments/1416796/Evers_COVID19%20Bill%202%20Summary_4.1.20v2.pdf
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2020/03/28/gov-evers-and-republicans-odds-over-buying-10-000-ventilators/2933255001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2020/03/28/gov-evers-and-republicans-odds-over-buying-10-000-ventilators/2933255001/
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/steineke/media/1692/jointgoveverslettercoronavirus.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/steineke/media/1692/jointgoveverslettercoronavirus.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/steineke/media/1692/jointgoveverslettercoronavirus.pdf
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 Answering questions from members of the press and public today on a 

video call, top Legislative Republican leaders signaled their support for 

eliminating the one-week waiting period that is currently in place before 

an individual may collect unemployment benefits. 

o View today’s GOP press availability here. 

 Governor Evers is now asking a federal judge to order that Wisconsin’s 

April 7th election be completed largely by mail while moving back 

deadlines for voters to request absentee ballot and the deadline for 

clerks to receive and process the ballots. 

o The move was done late Tuesday when the state Department of 

Justice submitted an amicus brief on behalf of Evers. The brief 

asks U.S. Judge William Conley to consider: 

 Extending the April 2 deadline for registered voters to 

request an absentee ballot; 

 Waive the requirement for a witness signature on 

absentee ballots; 

 A one week delay for clerks to receive absentee ballots. 

o With the Wisconsin Elections Commission saying that over 1 

million absentee ballots have now been requested, Speaker Vos 

indicated he would be comfortable with a ruling that allowed for a 

longer-than-normal window to count absentee ballots due.  

o Evers has also agreed to use members of the Wisconsin Army 

National Guard to assist as poll workers on April 7th. Read more. 

 According to the latest data available from the Department of Health 

Services, Wisconsin now has 1,550 confirmed positive cases of the COVID-

19 virus and 24 confirmed deaths. 18,819 negative test results have been 

reported. 

o According to data released for the first time today, department 

officials believe there to be at least 398 patients that are currently 

hospitalized due to COVID-19.  

 

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/republicans-back-eliminating-unemployment-waiting-period-via-emergency-legislation/article_f4944429-2e44-51ca-8c21-2099a5140acc.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/republicans-back-eliminating-unemployment-waiting-period-via-emergency-legislation/article_f4944429-2e44-51ca-8c21-2099a5140acc.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/republicans-back-eliminating-unemployment-waiting-period-via-emergency-legislation/article_f4944429-2e44-51ca-8c21-2099a5140acc.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
https://www.facebook.com/SpeakerVos/videos/643100906532394/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDZzR_D7Gg5UBj9PwscD62OwH17_jda8hj5Z5wuhp8x65l4ihHkezib9ADCXxxdfbxNukdlEMdNfYrH1ute6YbLTSnuyhYac6qCsjEqVqw6mSwYI1Dep8Hi8GJGVzaZSzyaABUCRJOHrRNTGLLajgzts9VR2c4H0aCzreCrDLzbEnpsr7pWKWhSHEG3_mUFEuq3CjWICUA1wgLjGpqIqx5kUQl4YASaW-Ej3r6E_Cqu1UTluq1-XKVuGS2BEv5kx0tyMmY_0gczfkPqLk5tzgpyfrHkL2_w1zY7jyeL6AqxHV1yiG1TcYgo6mFU_Aq_gfSqZWZBMjyacy9k1UWyoaj2ttt0I-zL5Mk&__tn__=-R
https://www.wispolitics.com/2020/evers-recommends-federal-judge-extend-absentee-ballot-deadlines/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2020/evers-recommends-federal-judge-extend-absentee-ballot-deadlines/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2020/evers-recommends-federal-judge-extend-absentee-ballot-deadlines/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2020/evers-recommends-federal-judge-extend-absentee-ballot-deadlines/
https://www.wispolitics.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Evers-amicus-brief.pdf
https://www.wispolitics.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Evers-amicus-brief.pdf
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/04/01/tony-evers-use-national-guard-members-work-polls-amid-massive-shortage-workers/5102869002/?csp=chromepush
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/outbreaks/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/outbreaks/index.htm
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DAILY UPDATES – APRIL 1, 2020 
 

State Updates: 

 Today, the nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau released a memo 

outlining Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act 

that was signed into law on March 27th. The legislation, directs 

significant resources to state, local and tribal governments. Read the 

full memo and its expected impact on Wisconsin here. 

 The Department of Safety and Professional Services is providing 

instruction and training modules on personal protection equipment. 

o Specifically, the department says the training is helpful for 

police, wastewater employees and other public sector 

workers  

 The Department of Ag., Trade and Consumer Protection today 

announced that it has sent a letter to the federal government 

requesting that they purchase surplus commodities for use at food 

banks, nutrition assistance programs and other services. 

o The agency suggests that this is a step to support the dairy 

industry. The announcement comes after the Department of 

Natural Resources took steps last week to allow small and 

medium farmers who seek permission to dispose of unused 

milk. Read more. 

 The Office of the Insurance Commissioner is urging consumers to be 

on the lookout for scammers offering fake COVID-19 insurance 

products. Read the release here. 

 The Department of Workforce Development (DWD) reports that 

18,480 initial applications were filed for unemployment insurance on 

Tuesday, March 31. That brings the weekly claim total to 55,280.  

o DWD is currently receiving an unprecedented number of 

applications for benefits. In order to meet demand, those 

needing to file unemployment insurance claims are 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/misc/112_state_funding_under_coronavirus_aid_relief_and_economic_security_cares_act_4_1_20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/misc/112_state_funding_under_coronavirus_aid_relief_and_economic_security_cares_act_4_1_20
http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/040120dsps.pdf
http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/040120dsps.pdf
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/MilkDisposalStatement.aspx
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/MilkDisposalStatement.aspx
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/MilkDisposalStatement.aspx
https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/EMO17-DNRRuleSuspension.pdf
https://oci.wi.gov/Pages/PressReleases/20200401COVID-19Scams.aspx
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/covid19/public/ui-stats.htm
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/covid19/public/ui-stats.htm
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/uiben/
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encouraged to do so through the Department’s website. A 

number of frequently asked questions and answers is also 

available on this site. The phone lines remain open to 

applicants, but they may experience longer-than-usual delays. 

 Those seeking employment may still do so by registering on 

JobCenterofWisconsin.com. The website will continue to be update 

often as new jobs arise. 

 

Federal Updates 

 Speaking alongside members of the White House Coronavirus Task 

Force, late yesterday President Trump stressed that the next 30 days 

will be critical to the nation’s ability to respond to COVID-19. 

o The 30 days referenced is in addition to the 15 days the 

President had earlier argued would be need to help flatten the 

curve. 

o The news comes as Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s leading 

expert on infectious diseases said models forecast between 

100,000-200,000 deaths across the United States. 

 Set to be held July 13-16 in Milwaukee, the Democratic National 

Convention has not yet announced how the COVID-19 pandemic may 

affect the 4-day convention.  

o This comes as Democratic-frontrunner Joe Biden said it is 

unlikely that the convention will go on as originally planned. 

Top party officials are reportedly considering alternative 

options at this point.  

 The U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Internal Revenue 

Service released more information to help small and medium-sized 

businesses navigate refundable tax credits available to them for the 

cost of providing their employees paid sick and family leave wages. 

 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided new 

guidance for recipients of EPA grants and cooperative agreements 

regarding the impacts of COVID-19. Read more here. 

https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/uiben/
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/news/2020/200324-job-centers-close.htm
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/news/2020/200324-job-centers-close.htm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vice-president-pence-members-coronavirus-task-force-press-briefing-15/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vice-president-pence-members-coronavirus-task-force-press-briefing-15/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/03/29/823517467/fauci-estimates-that-100-000-to-200-000-americans-could-die-from-the-coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/03/29/823517467/fauci-estimates-that-100-000-to-200-000-americans-could-die-from-the-coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/03/29/823517467/fauci-estimates-that-100-000-to-200-000-americans-could-die-from-the-coronavirus
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/490653-democrats-discuss-delay-changes-to-milwaukee-convention
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/490653-democrats-discuss-delay-changes-to-milwaukee-convention
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm965
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/covid-19-related-tax-credits-for-required-paid-leave-provided-by-small-and-midsize-businesses-faqs
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-frequent-questions-grant-issues-response-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-public-health
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
GOP COVID-19 Webpage 

 The Assembly GOP Caucus has launched a GOP COVID-19 webpage. It 

will serve as a resource for up-to-date information, links to DHS and 

CDC information, graphics, and more. 

 The Federal Emergency Management Agency has created the 

Coronavirus Rumor Control page to help folks distinguish between 

rumors and facts. 

 

Education 

 Governor Evers has directed the Department of Health Service to 

mandate a statewide closure of all K-12 schools. All schools will be 

closed beginning Wednesday, March 18th, and will remain closed 

through the duration of the public health emergency. 

 There are options for children who were participants in the Child 

Nutrition Program at school and may be facing food insecurity during 

the break. 

o While School Food Authorities (SFAs) are not required to 

provide meals during a dismissal, they are encouraged to 

ensure that the needs of low-income children are met during 

extended school dismissals.  

o Check with your local school districts for information 

regarding meals for children during the school closure. 

Businesses 

 Governor Evers has directed the Department of Health Services to 

issues a “Safer at Home” order that allows some businesses to 

continue operation. A Q&A and a listing of essential industries is 

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/republicans/covid19
https://www.fema.gov/Coronavirus-Rumor-Control
https://www.fema.gov/Coronavirus-Rumor-Control
https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/child-nutrition-program-covid-19-information?fbclid=IwAR00q7gN_q73LX-tRafckeDINJrR3TLxPIIARxJTX-t3a_C0uHGrHShiMwU
https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/child-nutrition-program-covid-19-information?fbclid=IwAR00q7gN_q73LX-tRafckeDINJrR3TLxPIIARxJTX-t3a_C0uHGrHShiMwU
https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/child-nutrition-program-covid-19-information?fbclid=IwAR00q7gN_q73LX-tRafckeDINJrR3TLxPIIARxJTX-t3a_C0uHGrHShiMwU
https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/child-nutrition-program-covid-19-information?fbclid=IwAR00q7gN_q73LX-tRafckeDINJrR3TLxPIIARxJTX-t3a_C0uHGrHShiMwU
https://wedc.org/essentialbusiness/
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available on the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation’s 

(WEDC) website. 

 Businesses performing essential functions not included in the 

categories listed on the WEDC website, may request such designation 

by submitting this online form to the agency. 

 The Department of Health Services has provided guidance for 

employers on COVID-19. 

 The federal Center for Disease Control has compiled interim guidance 

for businesses and employers. 

 Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce has also developed a toolbox 

of guides to help employers navigate the COVID-19 virus. 

 

 

Dining 

 Despite the Governor’s orders to close all restaurants and bars, take-

out and delivery services are still permissible. 

o The Wisconsin Restaurant Association has worked to compile 

a list of participating restaurants offering such services.  

Voting 

 Ahead of Wisconsin’s spring election, absentee ballots are available 

until Thursday, April 2. Additionally, Friday, April 3 is the last day for 

individuals to vote early, in-person. 

 Late Friday, a federal judge extended the deadline for Wisconsin 

residents to register online to vote. 

 Governor Evers has repeatedly stressed that individuals should 

request their absentee ballot to vote. 

 For more information on early or absentee voting, registration, and 

polling locations, visit myvote.wi.gov. 

 The Wisconsin Elections Commission has a list of all clerks, as well as 

any recent communications. 

Ways You Can Help 

https://wedc.org/essentialbusiness/
https://wedc.org/essentialbusiness/
https://wedc.org/essentialbusiness/#designation_form
https://wedc.org/essentialbusiness/#designation_form
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/employers.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/employers.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://www.wmc.org/covid-19-update-webinars/
https://www.wmc.org/covid-19-update-webinars/
https://www.wirestaurant.org/resources/coronavirus/coronavirus-updates-for-diners
https://www.wirestaurant.org/resources/coronavirus/coronavirus-updates-for-diners
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/elections-2020/judge-extends-deadline-for-wisconsin-residents-to-register-to-vote-electronically/ar-BB11tWVz
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/
https://elections.wi.gov/clerks
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 Give Blood – click here to find a blood drive/donation center near you. 

o The Red Cross has indicated cancellations of blood 

appointments are at record highs. Encourage others to donate 

if they are healthy. 

 Local food banks are asking for your assistance. 

 The United Way and other groups have created an online portal for 

those looking for volunteering opportunities in their community. 

 Help your local small businesses. Grab a meal for take-out or buy gift 

cards and shop online from local businesses to help them stay afloat 

during this time of uncertainty. 

 Volunteer to pick up groceries or prescriptions for elderly in your 

community, or volunteer with a local organization who provides 

these services (ie: Meals on Wheels). 

 Limit stockpiling, as grocery stores will remain open. 

Services 

 Internet: 

o Charter is providing free Spectrum broadband and Wi-Fi 

access for 60 days to households with K-12 and/or college 

students who do not already have a Spectrum broadband 

subscription and at any service level up to 100 Mbps. To enroll, 

call 1-844-488-8395 

o Comcast is increasing speeds from 15/2 Mbps to 25/3 Mbps for 

all customers, and new customers are receiving two months 

of free service. More information on Comcast’s Internet 

Essentials program can be found here. 

o TDS is providing free broadband access for new K-12, college 

student households for 60 days. 

 Unemployment: 

o Information relating to unemployment benefits and COVID-19 

can be found on the Dept. of Workfoce Development’s 

informational page.  

 Applicants are encourage to apply for benefits online.  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive?scode=RSG00000E017&cid=brand&med=cpc&source=google&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6s215fmh6AIVRL7ACh3-hg7FEAAYASAAEgL86vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
http://volunteerwisconsin.galaxydigital.com/need/?s=1&need_init_id=2976
http://volunteerwisconsin.galaxydigital.com/need/?s=1&need_init_id=2976
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/15/success/small-businesses-coronavirus/index.html
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://www.internetessentials.com/
https://www.internetessentials.com/
https://www.internetessentials.com/
https://www.internetessentials.com/covid19
https://tdstelecom.com/about/news/categories/tds/TDSAnnouncesFreeBroadband.html
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/covid19/public/ui.htm
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/covid19/public/ui.htm
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 Kids: 

o Scholastic offers free online courses for children. 

o 50 activities parents can do with their kids during shutdown. 

https://thehill.com/policy/technology/487742-scholastic-offers-free-online-courses-as-schools-across-the-country-shut
https://www.wdrb.com/community/activities-parents-and-kids-can-do-together-during-coronavirus-closures/article_8cb665ac-678e-11ea-88c5-6740675a1b27.html

